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flyingobject,you idiot,and
welcometo the firstever
internationalUFO conference in
Australia.Entitled'The UFO
Mystery',the conference, held in
September,featuredseven
speakers(three from overseas)

each of whom discussed his/her
speciality. Speakers explored the
natureof such diversetopicsas

time and space,crop circles,

abductions and variousother

UFO phenomenawith even a few

ETs
(extra-terrestrials

for those

of you not au faitwiththe lingo)

thrown in for good measure.

BeforeI
continue,

I'd like you

all to be awareof the
immense

couragerequiredin actually
attending a

conference
of this

nature. Friends, so-called, snigger

behind one's back, dinner parties

fallsilentas if one had just
revealed

a
propensity

for axingone's
grandmotherand presentingsaid
personstuffedwith sage and onion

for dinner.I may as wellhave.

Hoary academicsshook their heads
gravely, I had crossedthe floor,
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becomea lost cause,a shingle

short.Had I becomea
sensitive,

New Age,
over-the-top,

post 80s
lollipop?

Whatcan I say?I did it
becauseit was there.

So werelotsof others.The

Sebel Townhouse functionroom

was packedwith,well,people,I
think.I dressedcarefullyfor the
firstday'slectures.I thought

Darlinghurst black appropriate. I
didn'twant to draw any

attention
to

myself or attractwhatever
unearthlytypesI was sure wouldbe
present.I didn'thave to worry

howeveras everyoneappeared

grossly conventional

to the point of
innocuousness. However I wasn't
convinced.

I was sure therewere

some disguised aliens checkingme

out, no doubtpartialto lean,feral,
black-attiredhumanoidsto add to

their outer space
collection.

My eyes
scouredthe rows,only to meet six
hundredpairsof othereyes.We

were all playingthe same game.

Pick the Alien.

AustralianBill Chalker,
authorof 'The AustralianUFO
Experience'discussed ground

marks and other physicalevidence.

One of the main problemshe
outlinedin exploringUFO
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phenomenawas that many
sightingsconsistedof only verbal
evidence when physical evidence

was what was neededmore so when

verbal testimony was generally

overlookedor denied.

Some cases lend themselves

more easilyto physicalevidence. A

detailedinvestigationwas
conductedin Provence,Francein

1981 which confirmed sightingsof

a structuredobjectlandingfrom

land marks and from vegetation

exposedto considerable gamma

radiationand electro-magnetic

fields.French intelligencehas since
becomeinvolvedin the intrigueand

is carryingout tests and simulating

experiments.

The Australian experience is

less
encouraging

in its official

investigativeefforts. Bill Chalkeris

the firstcivilian researcher
to gain

directaccessto filesof The Royal
AustralianAir Force which he
discoveredare not especially

illuminating,
the RAAF runninga

poor secondto the
investigative

talentsof the C.I.A.(whichdoes not

standfor the Catering Institute of

Australiaas someonein the
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audienceproclaimed).Chalker has

been re-examiningseveral well

known Australiancases including

the Tully 'saucernests'
(Queensland,1966) the Deddington

melted road tar (Tasmania, 1987),

the DingleBeachtruckdriverand
disappearing witnesses (i.e. they
absconded withoutleavinga
forwardingaddress)and the 1988
Mundrabilla

blackdust in the car

case more commonly knownas the

famous Nullarborincident.

AustralianAnthony Drew

has been
researching

UFOs for the

last fifteenyears investigatingworld

grid patternsand UFO activity.

Geometricallylinked locationssuch

as the BermudaTriangle off Florida

and the Devil'sSea southof Japan,

which are noted for mysterious

disappearances,

may be located

along laylinesor meridiansthat act

as
acupuncturepointsfor the

world.Positionson these laylines

were given differentnames by
differentculturesbut a common

beliefwas sharedof theirbeing
link-uppointsof creativityand
energy. Amazonian folkloretells of

its
hypotheticalcentreof

Amazonianwomen. Likewise
Egypt'sbeginningsnear the
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pyramidsgoes back to a cultural

basis. Australian locationson grid

lines where unexplained

phenomenahave occurredinclude
military poststhat appearto have a

natural power environmentally

such as Pine Gap. AliceSprings,

Woomera. Bass Straitand certain
Aboriginalsacredsites also link up

to laylinesand planetarygrid

patterns.

JeromeClark,editorof the

Americanmagazine'International

UFO Reporter'discussedofficialdom

and UFOs, questioning government

activity in practisingdisinformation

and cover-up.Much of Clark's

theme was anecdotal,possiblyfrom
necessity, howeverthereis only so

much rumourand hearsaya person

can take.Some of the airforce

storieswere more than
interesting,

althoughthe audiencebecame
confusedby the inclusionof both

American comedian Jackie Gleeson

and Nixon apparentlyworking
togetherin varioustop secret
projects.Urban myth or reality?At

this point I don't care. If extra-
terrestrials

gettheirkicksby
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playing hide-andseek and
frightening the living daylightsout

of little earthlings

so be it. WhatI
wantto knowis do theysufferfrom
P.M.T.If so, theymay as wellstay
wheretheyare as theyare of no
earthlygood to us.

How is the searchfor extra-
terrestrial intelligence

going?asks

Brian O'Leary, ex-Nasa astronaut

on Apollo team 1967-68.O'Leary

comeswell
documented.

He is the
authorof the books,'Space1999'

and 'ExploringInner and Outer
Space'and was professorof space
sciencesand physicsat Princeton.

He has servedon the
congressional

staffsand as advisorto
presidential

candidates.In 1989 he addressed

the JapaneseDiet
(parliament)

calling for a joint US-Soviet-

Japanesemissionto Mars.
(Howeveran intelligencesource has

just recentlyrevealedthat the
Apolloteam didn't actuallygo
anywhereat all but just pretended

to.
Apparently

it was all done with
mirrors.)One waits for O'Leary's

lecturewith some
trepidation,

expectingto be
confounded

by the

man's brillianceon quantum
physics. Howeverhis powersof
communication more than equal



Tharunka (Kensington, NSW : 1953 - 2010), Tuesday 22 October 1991, page 7 (7)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230431755

his
qualifications.

He is neither
patronisingnor excessivelyfacile.

He sees science,knowledge,

reducedto a system- a box,left-

brained, engineered,materialistic,

deterministic. Transcedental
sciences

haveno placein thisbox ,

and by virtueno placein society.

The paradigmneedsto be expanded

to a wholenew
science.

A new
science which embracesthe new

realityto includethe
transcendental experience,the
paranormal.O'Leary showed slides

of NASA satellite photographs

revealingmysterious shapes on
Mars.One calledThe Face on

Mars' was describedas a possible

artefactof
extra-terrestrials

in the

press release. HoweverO'Learyleft

me with an
impression

of grand

ennuion this topic,an appetite

jaded by
over-zealous

ET bounty
hunters. He did mentionthat
photosfrom Vikingten yearslater
rendered

the facein all three
dimensions

and in 1992a tripto

Mars is plannedwith a new high
resolutioncamerawhich will reveal

more information. 'It was possible',

he addedflatly,'it was a
monument.'O'Leary is obviously

happierdiscussing the meaningof
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'consciousness'
and the

relationshipbetweenlength,time

and mass,and its
distortion

the
closerto lightit gets,

transcending

reality.The seminarwas worth
attendingjust to hear O'Leaiy

speakas he is a natural

communicator.

Jenny Randies,authorof
fourteenUFO bookshas had the
dubioushonourof lecturingto the
Britishparliament on UFOs which
mighthave wokenit up.
UnfortunatelyJenny Randies crop
circlestheorycame a cropper

(sorry)shortlyafterher visithere

when two rather geriatric ex-art

studentsgleefullyadmittedon
British televisionto the debauched

hobby of creating these curious

circlesin theirsparetime.
Apparentlythey have been
trudgingthe lengthand breadthof
Englandfor yearsin weatherfair

and foul drawingperfectcircles
whereverthey couldfind a spot.I
supposethese two old codgers

manageda quick migrationto
Australiain the

off-season
to put

their authentic stampon our
paddocks.. Frankly,I'm putting

my moneyon littlegreenmen,a
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far more credible proposition.

A bizarrebut well organised

seminar, although I was
disapointed that no holographic

UFOs were dartingaroundthe

foyeras promisedand the robotic

alienwas
suffering

from a touchof
rheumatism

by the lookof it. I only

wishI couldshowyou the photoof

an alleged'alien'snappedby a
British policemanbut I am unable

to reproduceit due to copyright

laws. Suffice
it to say thatit lost

something in the translation. Well,
space-cases,

if that wasn'tenough

for you,why not joinThe First
InternationalCrop Circle Tour,
leavingsoon, by contacting(02)

977 1654.

That'sall I haveto
say,so

Fly me to the moonand let

me swingupona star,

And ride upon a moonbeam

from Jupiterto Mars.....

In other

words

UFO FEATURE
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